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Annual Dinner marks 20 years

ore than 160 friends
and supporters at-
tended FID’s annual

dinner on April 29,2003 at Ann
Arbor’s First Presbyterian
Church. Angel Food Catering
prepared the tasty meal, using
food items contributed by sev-
eral stores (listed under Special
Thanks elsewhere in this is-
sue). Members of St. Luke
Lutheran’s Tuesday evening
Bible Study Class served the
meal and set and cleared din-
ing tables. Attendees gathered
to celebrate 20 years of FID’s
work being a bridge between
congregations and people in
need and to bid on more than
80 silent auction items with a
total value in excess of $6,400.
The program featured a brief
review of FID’s development
from opening a small all-vol-
unteer office in June, 1983 to
its wider activity today. Lucille
Porter, a member of the found-
ing board, and Libby
Hillegonds and Malinda Waltz,
two of those first volunteers,
shared recollections of plan-
ning and launching the
network’s operations. Barbara
Beesley, unable to attend be-
cause of prior commitments,
sent a letter highlighting
memories from her nine years
(1985-94) as program director.
Helena Prince, FID’s Execu-
tive Director, contributed ob-
servations on program growth
over two decades.
Commentary from varying
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20th Anniversary Program Participants. Front left to right: Lucille Porter, Jane
Mallory, Malinda Waltz. Back left to right: Jim Waltz, Rev. Jim Cochran, Libby
Hillegonds, Sally Carpinella, Helena Prince and Dick Stuber.

volunteer perspectives was
provided by the Rev. Jim
Cochran, a retired pastor and
recent board member; Jane
Mallory, our longest-serving
office volunteer; Sally
Carpinella, our first furniture
program coordinator; and Dick
Stuber, a field volunteer for
appliance repair and many
other activities (including, as
we delightedly discovered, a
flair for standup humor!). Five
members of the self-pro-
claimed “World’s Biggest Sax
Quartet,” headed by long-time
auto repair program volunteer

Duane “D” DeButts, offered
“golden oldies” musical enter-
tainment and easily induced
those present to “sing along”
happily with a brief list of
bouncy tunes.

Especially moving was tes-
timony from John Smith, par-
ticipant in an FID “family sup-
port project,” of how that ini-
tiative helped him and his fam-
ily toward a better life. Lucille
Porter and Rev. Jim Cochran,
in their remarks, likewise re-
ported how FID provided as-
sistance to them in their work.
These few accounts, represen-

tative of so many untold or
slightly known stories, confirm
that our “bridging” has been,
and continues to be, critical and
often decisive for persons in
need in our community.
Thanks to the generosity of
many donors, listed elsewhere in
this issue, and of attendees at the
dinner, Friends In Deed realized
more than $18,500 — the lagest
amount ever — from the
evening’s activities to help fund
its services. Next year’s dinner,
in keeping with a location rota-
tion plan, will be in Ypsilanti at
aplace and date to be announced.
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Special Thanks to. ...

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Edward Barber

Karl Hauser

Tom & Claudia Larson
Tommark, Inc.

Dana & Donna Underwood

GOLD SPONSORS
Bob & Nancy Burandt
Sally & Ron Carpinella
Betty Damren

Tim & Char Larsen
Myra Larson

Douglas & Sandra Nie
Phoenix Contractors
Helena & Tom Prince
Sesi Lincoln-Mercury
Malinda & Jim Waltz

SILVER SPONSORS

David & Joan Anderson
Ronald & Anna Marie Austin
June & James Bixler

Dale & Nancy Briggs

Michael Centlivre

John & Jean Debbink

Alice Drayton

John & Karen Fleszar

Bernard & Enid Galler

Mary Ruth Hegerich

Donald & Marie Heys

Libby & Rev. William Hillegonds
Rose Anna Hoxey

H.R. Peper & Associates

JSA Design

Rev. David & Martha Krehbil
Ed & Virginia Koster

Harold & Barbara Miller

John Moe

Mount Olive Baptist Church
Richard & Rita Nowland
Dennis & Joann Pearsall
Alvin & Jan Rudisill

Ed & Lenore Rupke

Anna Marie Samples

Second Baptist Church of Ypsilanti
Jeane Seeley

Donald & Gayle Sommerfeld
TCF Bank

Ken & Phyllis Timmer

Dana E. Underwood

Mary & Patrick White
Ypsilanti Seventh Day Adventist
Church

Henry & Dorothy Zelisse

Rev. Ronald & Arline Zehnder

AND TO THE FOLLOWING
BUSINESSES FOR
DONATIONS TO

THE DINNER

Busch’s Valu Land

Gordon Food Service

Hiller’s Market

Meijer

The Produce Station

Saline Flowerland

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE
FOLLOWING GIFT
BALLOON DONORS
A & W Restaurant

Ann Arbor Big Boy
Applebee’s

Arby’s (Ypsilanti)

The Ark

BD’s Mongolian BBQ
Boston Market

BW3

Cady’s Grill

Charlie’s Country Squire
Chesy’s

Common Grill

Cooker

Cottage Inn

Don Carlos

Esquire Interiors
Fazoli’s

Footprints

Louis Café

Memphis Smoke House Blues
Miles of Golf

Mr. Goofy’s Car Wash
Mudpuddles

Old Country Buffet

Red Lobster

Red Robin

Showcase Cinema
Sidetrack

TGI Friday’s

Terry Bakery

Tios

Dana & Donna Underwood
Voila Boutique
Washtenaw Auto Wash
Ypsilanti Big Boy

Zou Zou’s Café

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE
FOLLOWING AUCTION
DONORS

ACO Hardware

American Baptist Women’s
Ministries- Immanuel Baptist Church
Andrews Office Warehouse
Ann Arbor Art Center
Anonymous Donors

Arbor Brewing Company
The Ark

Faye Barnes

Stephen Briggs

Brookside

Bob Burandt

The Calico Cat

Andrew Carrigan

Sally & Ron Carpinella
Cheeky Monkey

Congdon’s Ace Hardware
Country on the Avenue
Dogma & Catmandu

Eagle Crest Golf Course
Patti Eaton

Eddie Bauer

Eleven West Spa

The Enchanted Florist
Falling Water

Georgetown Gifts

The Golden Apple

Haab’s

The Herbin’ Chef

J. Downs Herold

Hickory Woods Golf Course
Jules

Samuel & Pamela Kirkpatrick
Claudia Larson

Lily’s Garden

Jack McClure

Mainstreet Ventures
Mathilde’s Imports

Max & Erma’s

Me ‘N’ My Sister’s Country Store
Merchant of Vino
Mezzanine

Murray’s Discount Auto Store
Norton’s Flowers

Outback Steakhouse

Panera Bread

People’s Food Co-op

Mona Peterson

Pine View Golf Course

Pro Golf Discount

Quinn’s Essentials

Radrick Farms Golf Course
Selo Shevel Gallery
Seyfried Jewelers

16 Hands Gallery
Stonebridge Golf Club
Dana & Donna Underwood
U of M Golf Course
Weber’s

Ginger Winter

World of Rocks

Arline Zehnder

VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO:
James Johnson for covering the
balloon costs and Jody Gladden for
providing the balloons.

Andrew Monroe for creative work on

the 20" anniversary timeline.

Dan Ackerman, Laura Kaufman,
Debbie Adler, Duane “D” DeButts
and Narda Wishka of Na-D-La-De-
Da, “World’s Biggest Sax Quartet,”
for providing musical entertainment.
St. Luke Lutheran’s Tuesday evening
Bible Study for serving, setting-up
and cleaning up for the dinner.

Jim Waltz for compiling the Friends
In Deed 20-year history.

Washtenaw Chapter No. 30017 of
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, for
supplemental funds for the dinner.
Westminster Presbyterian Church for
photocopying the Annual Dinner
Program and First United Methodist
Church of Ann Arbor for photocopy-
ing the Silent Auction Program.

MARK 7

YOUR
CALENDAR

QO THurspAYs, May 22-
JuNE 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
BUCS$ (Building an Under-
standing of Credit Ser-
vices) Volunteer Training
Program sponsored by
Washtenaw County MSU
Extension and Friends In
Deed. Held at Washtenaw
County Learning Library
Resource Center (corner
of Hogback and
Washtenaw). Registration
required by May 21. Cost
$25.00. Call Terry Jones
at 997-1678 or Kirstin
Jackson 485-7658.

QO TuespAy, JunE 10,7
p.M. Friends In Deed
Annual Meeting. See
notice in the newsletter.
Q FRiDAY & SATURDAY,
Auc. 8-9, Great Late
Summer Rummage Sale.
See notice on back page.
O OCTOBER (DATES AND
LocaTions TBA). How to
Help Seminars.

Q Fripav-Sunpay, OcT.
17-19, Borders Benefit
Days. Mention Friends In
Deed and 15% of your
purchases at Borders
Downtown Ann Arbor or
Borders Arborland will be
designated to our organi-
zation.

FID - /-7\‘
WEBSITE(@/
Check it out: === T;\

www.comnet.org/friends

FRIENDS-Z < INDEED

Newsletter Contributers
Writer: Jim Waltz
Designer: Peri Stone-Palmquist
Copied by: Ann Arbor Christian
Reformed Church
Mailing: Claudia Larson




The Beesley Directorship

Part 2 of a four-part 20-year history of Friends In Deed

or nine years (March, 1985-July,
F 1994), Barbara Beesley as half-
time program director guided FID’s
activities. A Roman Catholic sister with
experience teaching, working with mi-
grants, and working with community or-
ganization in Detroit, she regularly volun-
teered at a homeless shelter to keep “at-
tuned to the look of need.” Barbara de-
voted early years here to promoting edu-
cation of and interaction among volun-
teers, improving reporting of activity to the
board and congregations, and developing
essential policies and procedures. She
looked beyond addressing current needs
and daily problems toward social transfor-
mation, saying that “people of faith ...
need to change the system and demand
justice.” She left FID to pursue that cause.
Rapid growth of yearly requests for assis-
tance (from under 500 in 1984 to nearly
2,200 by 1992) brought expansion of paid
staffing to 30 hours per week by 1988, the
hiring of Helena Prince as a quarter-time
casework manager, and additional staffing

through special programs and grants. As
federal policy changes during the 1980s re-
duced availability of affordable housing, FID
experienced rapid growth of requests for help
with housing issues. Project initiatives in
the 1980s and early 1990s included a net-
work for family support and two service ac-
tivities which remain FID special niches:
appliance repair and furniture recycling (col-

lecting donations and distributing those to
needy persons). By 1992, over 600 persons
received FID’s newsletter.

A yearly pattern of need became appar-
ent, with requests for help with utility or
apartment security deposits or bill and rent
payments peaking in early spring, late sum-
mer, and December, and requests for assis-
tance with transportation, furniture, appli-
ances and other items higher in the remain-
ing months. FID’s budget grew together
with a larger staff and increasing numbers
of requests for help, from $14,000 income
and $13,000 expenditures when Barbara
joined FID to $50,000 and $40,000 when
she departed. By the 1990s, congregations
provided about half of that income, with
the other half coming from fundraising ef-
forts linked primarily to the annual dinner
and grant seeking. (By 1992, Barbara iden-
tified writing of grant proposals as taking
most of her FID time.) She had ably led
FID from infancy to maturity, featuring both
solidly spiritual grounding and relevantly
practical caring.

Attention All Congregational Partners
You are invited to attend the FID Annual Meeting

/ p.m. Tuesday, June 10, 2003
St. Luke Lutheran Church, 4205 Washtenaw Ave., just east of US 23 in Ann Arbor

Agenda:

Election of Board Members: Class of 2006
Robert Burandt (St. Luke Lutheran Church), James Johnson (First Unitarian Universalist Church/Family Independence
Agency), Robert Stevenson (First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor)
If you wish to make a nomination, call the FID office at 485-7658.

Presentation of 2002 Annual Report




Great Late Summer
Rummage Sale

Noon-7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 8 - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 9

Join us in the Great Room of St. Luke
Lutheran Church, 4205 (just east of
US-23 and Carpenter Rd.).

Call Kirstin Jackson at the FID
office (485-7658) for information

-
about volunteering, donating and
‘l' dropping off items for this event.
¢ Last year’s sale raised more
than $2,000.

X Ann Arbor, MI
+ 30 N. Washington St. & Suite 30-B & Ypsilanti, MI 48197-2687 «

Friends In Deed is an inter-faith volunteer organization that provides for needs of Washtenaw County residents that are not being met by other human service
agencies. FID provides information, referral and screening services to congregations and agencies as well as resources to people in need.



